JOHN    EVELYN
It deals with what he learnt from his own experience
about lost and destroyed manuscripts, their discovery
in unexpected places and how a single sheet is worth
keeping. There are paragraphs on the different
scripts, abbreviations in shorthand, printing ink
and illumination, and there is a recipe of "beaten
gall and white wine for recovering the faded writing
on ancient parchments.35 In dealing with printing he
particularly "perstringes" . . . "a late custom be-
ginning to obtain among us of putting the Title pages
of Latin Books in black Gothic letter, which, while I
look upon as the impertinence of the Printer only, I
cannot impute to any affectedness of the learned
Author because It is plainly barbarous and by no
means suitable."
According to one of his lists Evelyn had treatises,
papers, and perhaps books in preparation on "The
Dignity of Man/3 "Of Stones," "Of Reason in
Brute Animals," "The Legend of the Pearl," "Anim-
adversions on Spinoza," "Papers concerning Educa-
tion," and "Mathematical Papers."*
Evelyn's range was far too wide. He dissipated his
energies on subjects which attracted his lively mind,
but which he had no time nor, indeed, aptitude to
master fully. But he was built that way. On garden-
Ing and trees he was an acknowledged authority.
His writings on those subjects must have a chapter to
themselves.
Evelyn's prose is often difficult to read, but the
same may be said of the writing of his more ex-
*Diary. Austin Dobson edition, Vol. Ill, p. 380.
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